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Andrew Brown, the artist, is a renowned sculptor with
many public commissions in his portfolio. His aim was
to create a sculpture that reflects both the traditions
and history of the School, and the forms of a modern
urban environment. The fusion of the figurative, with
the more abstract form of the background, combined
with the very traditional and yet reflective bronze
finish has successfully tied these elements together.

Working with the City and Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, the idea of a more permanent presence to
mark the School's London history evolved following a
successful exhibition of Christ's Hospital's history
hosted by BofAML, whose offices now occupy a large
part of the School's original site. Christ's Hospital
wishes to thank the Corporation of London for their
support and many other generous benefactors.
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In 1546 the buildings of the former Greyfriars

Christ’s Hospital was founded by King Edward VI for

The sculpture, situated along Newgate Street on the

Monastery in Newgate Street were given by Henry VIII

the orphan children of poor Londoners and was given

southern boundary of the garden which lies

to the City of London. The Greyfriars Church was

the use of the remaining old Greyfriars Monastery. It

within the ruins of Christ Church, is a permanent

renamed Christ Church in 1546, becoming the parish

admitted its first 380 children in November 1552. Christ

acknowledgment of the School’s presence in the City

church of a new parish which absorbed the adjacent

Church, being adjacent to Christ’s Hospital, was the

for 350 years.

parishes of St Nicholas Shambles and St Ewin's. After

place of worship for the School.

its destruction in the Great Fire, it was rebuilt between

This piece is designed to curve gently, reflecting the

1677 and 1687 to the design of Sir Christopher Wren,

care and support provided to children, who flow from

with the spire above the bell tower being added in

the youngest entering Christ’s Hospital to confident

1704. Except for the steeple, the Church was largely

adolescents marching boldly into their futures. A

destroyed by bombing during the Second World War.

verse written about the School by Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, a pupil at the School from 1781 to 1791, is
on the reverse, along with a copper plate drawing of
the Priory buildings before Christ’s Hospital began to
occupy the site in 1552.

The School remained in the City for 350 years until
1902 when the boys were transferred to a new site in

The sculpture gives life to the essence of Christ’s

Horsham, West Sussex. The girls joined the boys from

Hospital and its charitable mission. The famous

Hertford in 1985. To this day, the School remains

historic Tudor uniform and marching are synonymous

committed to providing a boarding opportunity for

with the School today.

children from less advantaged backgrounds, with 75%
of its pupils receiving a free or subsidised education.

